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We can learn how to make our marriages endure if we will follow the paradigm of the
marriage between the Jewish people and G-d. We, first of all, have to make sure that our
marriages are based on a love for each other, which is not just an infatuation, but which ise
lovetmemimmed surrounded by responsibility. If love evaporates at the first sign of hardship
or difﬁcultg'l,wi’l is not love; it is only infatuation. Second, marriages must be based on the
forgiveness of the personality faults of the other spouse. Third, we cannot demand in
marriages that our spouse do everything for us with a full heart. All we can demand is that
he or she be there with us. Modern marriages can endure and will endure if we will
remember to base them on love which is surrounded by responsibility, on forgiveness, and on
being there. S'euh, the word for marriage in Hebrew, means more than just marriage. It
also means to carry, to forgive, and to lift up. Let us all hope and pray that we will
remember all these meanings so that our marriages will endure and the Jewish family will
remain strong so that the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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What is it that makes for a good marriage? Why is it that so many marriages are foundering
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today? We all know that when couples get married today they are in love. Why doesn't this
love continue always? The rabbis teach us that a marriage between a man and a woman is
similar to the marriage between the people of Isracl and G-d. From the marriage between

G-d and Israel we can learn how to make our marriages endure.

We have just completed celebrating the holiday of Shavuos. According to the rabbis,
Shavuos celebrates the marriage of Israel to G-d with the Torah being the Ketuba. That's
why the number two is stressed on Shavuos. We have the two tablets of the Ten
Commandments, the two Ioaves of bread made out of the new wheat crop which were waved
on the altar. Even the special prayer, Akdamus, which we recite immediately before we read
the Torah on the first day of Shavuos is a double acrosstic; it goes AA, BB, CC. This is to
stress the one to one relationship that Israel has with G-d. The tephillin that we put on is
also a symbol of the marriage of G-d to Israel. The tephillin of the head stands for the
marriage veil. We wrap the strap around our left hand seven times, signifying the seven
marriage blessings. We also take the strap and make a ring out of it and as we make this
ring we say the words from Hoshea, "And I will marry you forever and I will marry you
with righteousness, mercy, and compassion, and I will marry you wtih faithfulness.” These
verses are found in the Haphtorah which is almost always read before Shavuos. Most of the
time we read the Torah portion Bamidbar before Shavuos and only occasionally do we read
the next Torah portion, Naso. The rabbis purposefully have us read these Torah portions
before the holiday of Shavuos. Why should they have chosen these Torah portions? This
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seems very strange especially since the Torah portion Bamidbar is mainly concerned with
counting the Jewish people and the Torah portion Naso, at least in its first chapter, is also

concerned about counting the Jewish people.

We learn that G-d told Moshe to count the Jewish people three times within the first thirteen
months of their exodus from Egypt. He did not tell Moshe to count the Jewish people again
for 38 years until they were ready to enter the land of Israel. Rashi explains that the reason
G-d had Moshe count the Jewish people three times in the first thirteen months from the
exodus from Egypt was because He loved them so much that He wanted to continually count
them. He, therefore, counted them all the time. This, of course, is similar to a miser who

loves his money so much that he continually counts it.

The problem with Rashi's explanation is that G-d did not count them continually; He counted
them only three times. In the Torah portion Bamidbar when G-d commands Moshe to count
the Jewish people He uses the word S'euh, which is not the normal word for counting.

S’euh comes from the same word as Naso, which is also the name of the next Torah portion.
Naso in Hebrew has many meanings. It can mean to marry, to carry, to forgive, and to
uplift. The rabbis explain that what G-d was doing in this Torah portion was explaining to
the Jewish people how the Jewish people had to act if they wanted their marriages to endure.
If they would accept three different principles, represented by these three different countings,

their marriages would endure forever, just as His marriage between the Jewish people and
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Himself was going to endure forever. That is what Rashi means when he says that G-d was
continually counting us. He was giving us a message which was and is continual and valid to

this very day.

The first time G-d counted the Jewish people was immediately after we had left Egypt. The
Jewish people were filled with love for G-d. They had seen how He had sent the plagues and
saved them from slavery and destroyed Pharaoh's army at the Red Sea, and they went
lovingly after Him into the desert into a very inhospitable enrivonment. We all know that
love brings people together to work for attaining mutual goals, children, etc., but not all love
is worthwhile. Some love is nothing more than infatuation. Its roots are just hormonal and
it quickly evaporates at the first hint of hardship. Love that is not accompanied with
responsibility is considered by Judaism not only as useless and very deceptive but also very
harmful. In Judaism it is not love which sanctifies a marriage but the assumption of
responsibility for each spouse to the other which sanctifies a marriage. If a couple each
assume responsibility for each other in their marriage, then they can have a happy and good
marriage, but love without responsibility can never sanctify a marriage. I remember about 10
years ago a woman came to me with what she thought was an overwhelming problem. She
said, "Rabbi, I no longer love my husband and, therefore, I find it very difficult to sleep with
him because I feel that when I sleep with him I am committing adultery. However, when I
sleep with my lover I think that I am holy because I love him so much.” 1 looked at her very

astonished. I told her that she has things all wrong. It is not love which sanctifies a
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relationship; it is the assumption of responsibility one spouse for the other which sanctifies a

relationship. A baby learns to love his parents because they act totally responsible to him.

‘When the Jewish people went out into the desert they encountered great difficulties. Many of
them wanted to flee these difficulties and even return back to Egypt, but the overwhelming
majority did not want to and the Jewish people's relationship with G-d endured. Today we
have so many young people who get married and then when the husbands especially find out
how difficult it is, how they have to turn over their paychecks to their wives, how they have
to help her with the children, how they have to be there at times of crisis, they run away.
They run away because their marriage was not based upon mutual responsibility but merely
upon infatuation. The first time G-d counted the Jewish people He did so to tell them that
they not only were counted but that they had to be counted on to persevere in the face of
difficulties and hardships. The couple has to carry each other. To carry is the second

meaning of the word for marriage in Hebrew.

The second time G-d counted the Jewish people was after the sin of the golden calf. Many
times when people fall in love they also become blind to the faults of their partner. They do
not see their inadequacies. Nobody is perfect. Everybody has faults but somehow couples
do not immediately see these faults. Sometimes it takes six months or a year or two years
before these faults become readily apparent, and many couples then decide that they have to

split because of these faults. I have counseled couples to get a divorce, especially if there is
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violence involved, severe emotional abuse, etc., but I can tell you that most of the divorces
that happen today do not need to happen. I remember a couple who came to see me about
ten years ago. I asked them why they wanted to get a divorce. They did not answer. I said,
"Is it because you argue?” They said, "No, we never argue.” I said, "Why then do you
want a divorce?” They said, "Because we are bored.” I looked at them astonished and said
to them, "Why don't you argue? Then you will not be bored.” This couple just woke up
one day and found out that their spouse had faults that they had not noticed before.
Sometimes it turns out that the husband is a little lazy or very sloppy or not the tower of
strength the wife expected, and many times the husband will find out that his wife is a gossip
or sloppy or not the overly affectionate person he thought she was. G-d counted the Jewish
people after the sin of the golden calf to let them know that He forgave them. After all, He
knew they were slaves when He redeemed them from Egypt. He knew that they had
worshipped idols before. He really could not expect them to rid themselves of all their
faults. In marriage it is very important that we learn how to forgive, A person is not really
going to change too much his or her personality traits in a marriage, but if these faults do not
destroy the underlying core of the relationship, then they should be forgiven. To forgive is

the third meaning of the word for marriage in Hebrew.

The third time that G-d counted the Jewish people was a month after the dedication of the
Tabernacle. The Jewish people had been given many religious duties. They were told that

they had to bring many sacrifices at many set times. They had to do things, so to speak,




image6.png
JUNE 1996
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

with G-d. G-d counted them at this time to show them that He accepted their offerings even
if they did not always bring them with a full heart. If they were m':n of a sense of love
for G-d and a desire to please G-d, that was enough. There seems to be a mishigas going
around today which is very destructive of all marriages. One spouse will demand of the
other spouse not only that they go with this spouse to a certain activity, but that they must do
it with a full heart. Couples have come to my office very angry. The husband will complain
against his wife saying, "Yes, she came to the football game with me, but she did not come
with a full heart. She did not cheer when a touchdown was scored and she did not enjoy
herself as much as I enjoyed myself.” What does the man want? The wife came with him,
She showed her love for him by coming. The reverse is also true. Wives will come to me
complaining about their husbands. "Yes, he came to the fashion show or ballet with me, but
he did not really do it with a full heart. He did not enjoy it as much as I did.” What does

she want from him? He came. He showed his love for her by coming.

G-d counted the Jewish people the third time to let us know that as long as we do our
religious duties, it is enough. We do not always have to enjoy them. Our religious duties
are acceptable even if we do not do them always with a full heart. The very fact that we
want to do them shows that we love G-d and G-d accepts them. To lif€ up is the fourth
m@mofthe word%arringe ;‘% We are to lift up each other by being willing to
show up, by being willing to be there with our spouse. We do not have to always do it with

a full heart.




